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JAMES CRICHTON 


Of Cr ox, commonly called the Ad- 


5 mirable CRICHTON, 


"HIS Wore was s deſcended from a very 
ancient family, his father Robert Crichton 


of Clunie, was one of thoſe: who commanded 


queen Mary's army-at the battele of Langſide in 
the year 1568. He was born at Clunie, his paternal 
inheritance, in the ſhire of Perth, in the year 
1551. He was taught his grammar at the ſchool 
of Perth, and his ; philoſophy at the univerſity 
of St. Andrews (a) under Mr. John Ruther- 


toord. He had hardly attained to the 20th year 
of his a age when he had run through the whole 


circle o 


the ſciences, and could ſpeak and write 
to perfection in ten different languages; but this 


was not all, for he had likewiſe Opens him- 


F Wha 1s 6k A Dy" 2 ſelf | 


2 a vid Ald, 12 pid. bed. pred ci cer. Dict. critip. 4 
Hiſtor. par M. Bayle, Dempſter Hiſt. Eocleſ. Pag. 1876 Joan. 
imperialis Muf. Hiſtor. Pag. 241. Sir Thomas __ $ Vindication 
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+ 
ſelf to the utmoſt degree in 5 dancing, ſing- 


ing and playing upon all ſorts of inſtruments. 
Having thus accompliſhed himſelf at home, 
his parents ſent him abroad 0 accompliſh him 
further by travelling. And coming to Paris, it 
is not to be imagined what conſternation he raiſ- 
ed in that famous univerſity ; as we have it from 
an eye-witnels, whd gives us this account of it. 
(b) © There came, ſays he, to the college of 
1 * Navarre a young man of 20 years of age, h 
was perfectly well ſeen in all the ſciences, as 


© the lcarnedeft maſters of the univerſity acknow- 
* ledged: In vocal and inſtrumental maſick none 


* could excel him, in painting - and drawing im 


* colours none eould equal him; in all military 
feats he was moſt expert; and could play with 
the {word fo dexterouſly with both his hands 


* that no man could for him; when he ſaw his 
enemy or antagoniſt, he would throw himſelf 
upon him at one jump of 20 or 24 feet dife 
* tance: He was à maſter of arts, and diſputed 
„with us in the ſchools of the college upon 
medicine, the eivil and canon law, and theology: 
* and although we were above titty in number; 
* beſides above three thouſand that were preſent; 
and fo pointedly and'karnedly he anſwered to 


_ * all the queſtions" that bee en nacher him, 


* that none but they that were preſent can believe 
* it. He ſpake Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and other 
x; * lnguzges moſt politely: be. was WRC, an ex- 


+ celleut 


009 Steph. Paſch, Dicht Lib 5. PRE 33. 
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7 © cellent horſeman; and truly if a man ſhould live 
an hundred years without eating, drinking or 
2 © ſleeping, he could not attain to this man's know- 
edge, which ſtruck: us with a panick fear; for 
“he knew more than human nature could well 
© bear; he overcame four of the doctors of the 
church; for in learning none could compete 
„ with him, and be was e to be, tit 
* chriſh.” __ | 
Sir Thomas Wee * Sn dingen | 
account of this diſpute, ſays. That Crichton, 
7 when he came to Paris, nt ix programs on 
all the gates of the ſchools, halls and 2 — be- 
longing to the univerſity, and on all the pillars 
and poſts before the houſes of the moſt renowu- 
ed men for literature in the city, inviting all thoſe 
ho were well verſed in any art or ſcicnce, to 
diſpute with him in the college of Navarre, that 
day fix weeks, by nine of the clock in the morn 
ing, where, God willing; be ſhould attend them, 
and be ready to anſwer to whatever ſhould de 
proponed to him in any art or ſcience, and in 
any of theſe twelve languages, Hebrew, Syriack, 
Arabick, Greek, Latin, Spaniſhy French, Italian, 
Engliſh, Dutch, Flemiſh or Sclavonian, and that 
either in verſe or proſe, at the diſctetion of the 
diſputant; and during all this time inſtead of 
making a cloſs application toꝶhis ſtudies, he mind- 
ed N but hunting, —_— tilting, vaul- 
ring, riding of · a well managed horſe, toſſing the 
bas OO hw muſket, et, And other military 


feats, 


w 


6 me L1F-B T 
feats, or in houſe games, ſuch as balls, concerts 
of muſick vocal and inſtrumental, cards, dice, t! 
tennis, and the other diverſions of youth; which tf 
fo provocked the ſtudents of the univerſity, that e 
they cauſed write beneath the program that was J S' 
fixt on the Sorbonne gate.“ If you would meet 8 
with this monſter of perfection, to make ſearch for a 
him either in the tavern or bawdy-houſe, is the it 
readieſt way to find him.” Yet upon the day ap- tc 
pointed he met with them in the college of ec 
Navarre, and acquit himſelf beyond expreſſion re 
in that diſpute, which laſted from nine till fix of pt 
the clock at night: At length, the præſes having of 
extolled him highly, for the many rare and le: 
wonderful endowments that God and nature had 2 
beſtowed upon him, he roſe from his chair, and A 
accompanied by tour of the moſt eminent profeſ— P? 
ſors of the univerſity, gave him a diamond ring m 
and a purſe full of gold, as a teſtimony of their W 
love and favour, which ended with the acclama- th 
tions and repeated huzza's of the ſpectators. And A 
ever after that he was called, The Admirable B. 
Crichton. And my author ſays, that he was ſo te! 
little fatigued with that day's diſpute, that the th 
very next day he went to the Louvre, where he he 
had a match of tilting, an exerciſe in great re- | cit 
queſt in thoſe days, and in the preſence of ſome In 
-princes of the court of France, and a great many | 8 
ladies, he carried away the ring fifteen times on 7 
end, and broke as many lances on the Saracen. ; I 1 
The learned M. du Launy in his hiſtory * | 
| the 


> 
7 


h this diſpute recorded in a MS. hiſtory of the 
it college of Navarre, and the like account of a 
's | Spaniard in Trithemius, confounds the two to- 
et | gether, and robs our author of the Glory of this 
'r | ation, and places it in the year 1445, whereas 
de it ſhould be in the year 1571, as we have reaſon 
>- yto believe, from the authority of thoſe that were 
of Ycotemporary with him, and knew him, and have 
\n recorded this of him; but we need not be ſur- 
of I prized at M. du Launy's denying him the glory 
8 of this action, when we find M. Baillet, another 
1d | learned French man, denying there ever was ſuch 
id a man as our author (c), notwithſtanding that 
14 Aldus Manutius dedicates his book of Cicero's 
e. Þ paradoxes to him in the year 1581, and, that the 
ng 4 moſt of the eminent men in Italy in that age 
eir were acquainted with him, as we ſhall ſhow in 
1a- the remaining part of the hiſtory of his life. 
nd About two years after his diſpute at Paris, Trajano 
dle Boccalini in his advertiſements from parnaſſus, 
ſo tells us, that he came to Rome, Boccalini being 
he then at Rome, himſelf, and by a placad which 
he he affixed upon all the eminent places of the 
re- city, he challenged all the learned men in Rome, 
me in the following terms, Nos Jacobus Crichtonus 
ny | Scotus, cuicungue rei propoſite ex improviſo reſ- 
on Pondebimus. That is to ſay, he was ready to an- 
I ſwer to any queſtion that could be propoſed to 
of | „ier £08 
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3 the college of Navarre, finding the hiſtory of 
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him, without 1 being previouſly advertiſed of. ie 1 


Upon. W hich the wits put A paper in Paſquin's 1 


hand, endeavouring to ridicule - him; but that 


noways diſcouraging him, he came at the time 


and place appointed by his placad, and in the 


Preſence of the pope, many cardinals, biſhops, 


doctors of diyinity, and profeſſors in all the 


ſciences; he gave ſuch ſurprizing inſtances of his 


univerſal knowledge, that they were no. leſs ſur- 4 | 
priſed with him, than they had been at Faris. 


From Rome he goes to Venice, where he 


contracted an intimate friendſhip with Aldus 


Manutius, Laurentius Maſſa, Speron Speronius, 
and ſeveral other learned men, to whom he preſent- 


ed ſeveral poems in commendation of the city 
and univerſity, and amongſt the reſt, one to 
Aldus Manutius, which we have ſtill extant in 
the Delitiæ Poctarum Scotorum (d)). This 
poem gave him a very agreeable ſurprize, being 
preſented by a ſtranger, whom he judged by the 
performance to be a perſon. of an extraordinary 
— but when he came to diſcourſe with, him, 


e was ſtruck with admiration, and finding him 


known in every thing, he brought him to the ac- Þ 
quaintance of all the people of learning of note 
that were then in Venice, and all ot them were 


ſo ſurprized with him, that they thought him, as 
he really was, the wonder of the world, and | 


never ſpoke of him but with admiration; at | 
length being brought before the doge and ſenate, * 
(d) Delitiæ Poet, Scot, ubi ſupra. 5 

| 4 
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he made a handſome ſpeech to them, which bein 
accompanied with all the graces and beauties + 
. eloquence and nature (e) that appeared in his 
A peldn in their utmoſt luſtre, he received the 
thanks of the ſenate, and nothing was talked 
through the whole city, but of this prodigy of 
nature. Having ſtayed for ſome time at Venice, 
he went to Padua to viſit the learned men that 
were at that famous univerſity; and he had no 
ſooner arrived there, but there was a meeting of 
all the learned men in the city, in the houle of 
Jacobus Moyſius Cornelius, to wait upon him, 
and converſe with him: He opened the aſſem- 
bly with an extemporary poem in praiſe of the 
city, univerſity, and the aſſembly that had hon- 
oured him with their preſence at that time; and 
after ſix hours of a. diſpute, which he ſuſtained 
' againſt them, in whatever they could propoſe to 
him in All the ſciences, he concluded with an 
extemporary oration in- praiſe of ignorance, that 
Aldus Manutius (/) ſays that they all thought 
that they were in a dream, and that he had almoſt 
perſuaded them that it was better to be ignorant, 
than learned and wiſe. Sometime after this he 
fixed a paper on the gates of St. John and St. 
Paul's Churches, wherein he offered to prove be- 
fore the univerſity, that there was an infinite 
number of errors in Ariſtotle's philoſophy, which 
was then only in vogue, and in all his commen- 
Bs | - taries 
| 0 7 Joan Imperial. ubi ſupra, (/) Aldus Man, Præf. in Cicer, 


4 


that had enter 74 the liſts with him ; the 
Mantua was highly offended that he had granted 


„ wo AWGLRE SE, 
taries, both in . theological and ohiloſophical 


matters, and to refute the dreams of ſeveral 


mathematicians: He likewiſe made an offer to 
diſpute in all the ſciences, and to anſwer to what- 
ever ſhould be propoſed to him, or objected a- 


gainſt him, either in the common logical way, 


or by numbers and mathematical figures, or in a 
hundred different ſorts of verſes as they pleaſed. 

Aldus Manutius, who was preſent at this diſ- 

pute, ſays (g) That he performed all that he 
had promiſed, to their greateſt amazement: And 
he tells us likewiſe of another diſpute that he 
had, before, a great concourſe of people in the 
biſhop of Padua's houſe, withour mentioning 
the occaſion or, particulars of it; but Joannes 


Imperialis tells us (Y That he was informed 
by his father, who was preſent at this diſpute, 


that it was with one Archangellus Mercenarius, 
a famous philoſopher, upon philoſophical ſub- 


jects, in which he acquitted himſelf ſo well, that 


his adverſary owned before the aſſembly chat he 


had overcome him. 


From Venice he went to Matos. at os time 
there was a gladiator at Mantua, who had foil'd 


in his travels the moſt famous fencers in Europe, 


and had lately killed in that city three e 
uke of 


this fellow his protection, ſince it had ſuch a 
1 fatal 


C Ubi fopra. () Ubi ſupra. 
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fatal conſequence; Crichton being informed of 
this, proffered his ſervice to the duke, to rid 
not only his dominions, but Italy of this mur 

derer, and to fight him for ffrech hundred piſ- 

toles: tho“ the duke was unwilling to expoſe 
ſuch a fine gentleman as our author, to ſuch 

an hazard, yet relying upon the report of his 
performances in all warlike atchievements, it 
was agreed to; and the time and place being 
appointed, the whole court were witneſs to the 
performance. In the beginning of the combar, 
Crichton was upon the defenſive, and the Italian 
attacked him with ſuch vigor and eagerneſs, that 
he began to fag, having overacted himſelf; then 
our author -attacked bim with ſuch dexterity | 
and vigor, that he run. him through the body in 
three different places, of which he immediately 
died. 'The hnzza's and acclamations of the ſpec- 

tators were extraordinary upon this occaſion, and 
all of them acknowledged, that they had never, 
ſeen art grace nature, nor nature ſecond the pre 
cepts of art, with ſo much livelineſs as they had 
ſeen that day; and to crown the glory of this 
action, Crichton beſtowed the prize of his vic- 
tory upon the widows who had loſt their huſ⸗ 
bands in fighting with this Gladiator. 

Theſe, and his other wonderful IL COM, 
moved the duke of Mantua to wake choice of 
him for preceptorto his ſon Vincent de Gonzagua, 
2 prince of a riotous temper, and diſſolute life. 
The court was highly pleaſed with the duke's 
B 2 choice 


CC 
choice, and for their diverſion, he compoſed 2 


5 


comedy, wherein he expoſed and ridiculed all 


the weakneſſes and failures of the ſeveral em- 
ployments that men betake themſelves to; which 
was looked upon as one of the moſt ingenious 
ſatires that ever was made upon mankind; but 
that which was moſt wonderful and aſtoniſhing 
was, that he himſelf perſonated the divine, 
philoſopher, lawyer, mathematician, phyſician, 
and foldier with ſuch an inimitable grace, that 


every time he appeared upon the theatre, he 


ſeemed to be a different perſon ; but from being 
the principal actor of a comedy, he became the 
woful ſubject of a moſt lementable tragedy, be- 
ing moſt barbarouſly murdered by his pupil, 
which happened thus: „ 

One night as he was walking alongſt the ſtreets 
in the time of the carnaval, and playing upon 
his guitarre, he was attacked by half a dozen of 


people in maſks; but they found that they had 


not an ordinary perſon to deal with, for they 
were not able to ſtand their ground againſt him, 
and having diſarmed the principal perſon amongſt 


them, he pulled off his maſk, and begged bis 


life, telling him, that he was the prince his 
pupil. Crichton, who immediately knew him, 
fell down upon his knees, and told him, that 
he was ſorry for his miſtake, and that what he 
had done, was only in his own defence, and 
that if he had any deſign upon his life, he 
might always be maſter of it; and then taking 


» 
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his own ſword by the point, he preſented him 
with it; which the prince taking in his hand, 
and not being able to overcome his paſſion for 
the affront that he thought he had ſuſtained, in 
being foil'd with all his attendants, he immediately 
run dim through the heart. 
What moved the prince to this ungenerous 
and brutal action, is variouſly conjectured; for 
ſome think that it was jealouſie, ſuſpecting chat 
he was more in the. favours of a young lady 
whom he paſſionately loved than he was. 
ſay, that it was only to try his valour, and the 
effect of a drunken ramble; but whatever was 
the cauſe of it, tis certain that thus he died, in 
the beginning of the month of July, in the 
ear 1583, in the thirty ſecond year of his age, 
or as Imperialis ſays, in the twenty ſecond. 
. His death was extraordinarily lamented by all 
the learned men in Europe, and from theſe I- 


| F ralian writers, who knew, and were cotemporary 


k with him, it is, that I have moſt of all that I 
have faid of him: Joannes Imperialis, a doctor 
of medicine of Vicenza in Italy, who has wrote 


Your author's life, and who could not but know 


the truth of all, or moſt of what he has ſaid of 
him, ſince he lived upon the places in which 
they were acted, and who had them from his. 
father, who was an eye and ear witneſs to them, 
ſays (7) © That he was the wonder of the aſt | 
© age, the prodigious production of nature, the 


Y - gory | 
(i) Muſeum Hiſtor. pag. 241. 
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glory and ornament of Parnaſſus in a ſtu- 
** pendious and an unuſual manner, and as yet in 
* the judgment of the learned world, the Phenix 
* of literature, and rather a ſhining particle of 


the Divine Nature and Majeſty, than a model 


* of what human nature and induſtry can attain 
* to. And what can be more, continues he (k) 
above our - comprehenſion, than in the 2 1ſt 
“year of his age to be maſter of ten languages, 
and to be perfectly well ſeen in philoſophy, 
* mathematicks, theology, the belles-letters, 
and all the other ſciences ; beſides, was it ever 
heard of in the whole compaſs of this globe, 
* that one with all this, ſhould be found expert 
* to admiration, in fencing, dancing, ſinging, 
* riding and the other exerciſes of the gymnaſ- 
* tick art, beſides all this, he is ſaid to have been 


one of the moſt beautiful, and one of the hand- 


* ſomeſt gentlemen the world ever ſaw, ſo that 
* nature had taken as much care about his body, 


* as ſhe had done about his mind, and in one 


e word, he was the utmoſt that man could come , 
* to“ Mr. Bayle ſays (, that he was one of the 


reateſt prodigies of wit that ever lived, and 
zlix Aſtolfus that he had ſuch a prodigious 


memory (mn that he retained more books upon 
his mind, than any of his age had read; Plures 
libros memoriter tenebat quam quiſquam ea etate 


legerat, 
. And 


( Maſæum Hiſtor, Imper. Joa. ibidem, Venetiis apud Juntas 
£650 in 4to. () Bib, Crit. (in) Oſbicina Hi. N 0%. 
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And Sir Thomas Urquhart of Cromarty, hav- 
ing inſiſted on all the particulars of our en 
life 1 in a fuſtian; and bombaſtical ſtrain, tells us, 
that in the comedy which he compoſed, and 


was an actor in before the court of Mantua, .i in 


the fifth and laſt act, he himſelf perſonated no 


leis than 15 different characters of perſons and 
employments in their different habits. 


And in his character of him, he tells us, ä 
he gained the eſteem of all kings and princes, 
by his magnanimity and knowledge; of all noble- 
men and gentlemen, by his courtlineſs and breed- 
ing; of all knights, by his honourable de 
ment and pregnancy of wit ; of all the ich, by by 
his affability and good fellowſhip, of all the 


| poor, by his munificence and liberality ; of all the 


old by his conſtancy and wiſdom ; of all the young 
by his mirth and gallantry ; of all the learned by 


his univerſal knowledge; of all the ſoldiers by 
his undaunted valour and eourage ; of all the 


I merchants and artificers by his upright dealing 
and honeſty ; and of all the fair ſex, by his beauty 
and handſomneſs; in which reſpe&, he was 2 
maſter· piece of nature. The reader, ſays he, 

perhaps will think this wonderful, and ſo would 


I too, were it not that I know, as Sir Philip, 
Sidney ſays, that a wonder is no wonder in 2 
wonderful ſubject, and conſequently not in him, 
who for his learning, judgment, valour, eloquence, 


Ibeauty and good fellowſhip, was the perfecteſt 
3 85 of the joint labours of Pallas, Apollo, 


Mars, 


/ 
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Mars, Mercury, Venus and Bacchus, that hath 
been ſince the days of Alcibiades; and he was 
reported to have been enriched with a memory 
ſo prodigious, that any ſermon, ſpeech, harangue, 
or other manner of diſcourſes of an hour's con- 
tinuance he was able to recite without heſitation, 
after the fame manner of geſture and pronunci- 
ation in all points, wherewith it was delivered at 
firſt; and of ſo ſtupendious a judgment, that 
- nothing eſcaped his knowledge: And for the 
truth of all this, he appeals to above two thouſ- 


ad and witneſſes, that were ſtill alive, and had known 


him. And ſpeaking of his death, which he at- 
| tributes to an amour, he tells us, that it was in 
the 32 years of his age; that the whole court 
went in mourning for him ; that the epitaphs and 
elegies that were compoſed upon his death, if 
collected, would exceed the bulk of Homer's 
works, and that his piture was till to be ſeen 
in the moſt of the ul oat: and galleries of 
the Italian nobility, repreſenting him upon horſe- 
back, with a lance in the one hand, and a book 
Dempſter, who was cotemporary with him, 
and a profeſſor of the civil law at Bononia in 
Italy, agrees as to the moſt of what we have 
faid of him; but he tells us (u), That he was 
_ for ſome time at Geneva, as he was on his travels 
to Italy, and that they offered him a conſider- 
able ſalary, if he would remain with them; but 
F? e WS | that 
(*) Hiſt, Eceleſ, Gen. Scot, ubi, ſupra, 
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| that herefuſed it, and that no man offered to de- 
, tract from his juſt praiſes, but Trajano Boccalini; 
/ but that he being a perſon of no erudition, it 


was rather à glory than any diſgrace upon him 


to be ſo treated by a g of his character. Vet 
„ the ſame Dempſter b 


mes our author very much, 
x not for his boaſting of the endowrieuts) of his 
o mind, but for his Mirai that he was deſcend- 
in ed from the royal family of Scotland. Many 
© | poems and epitaphs were compoſed upon him, 
- t I ſhall only inſert that of our countryman, 
D Dr. John — in his inſeriptions upon our 
A heroes, who makes him die in the year f 8 
rt | JaCoBvs CRITONIUS CLUNIUS, . 
d Aaſarum pariter ac Martis Alumnes, — in fadit infe 
if _  etiamlialis admirabilis, Mantuæ a Dacis MWD nas nodburnis i ine 
8 * . A Anno Chrift SS e ee 777 
i 'T genus E nee at Scotia, Galli ia. beds | 1 75 
2 Excolit: admirans Itala terra virum, . h 
e. Ambit, & ellis ſuum vellet; gens æmula vitam h 4 
3k Abſtulit; an fatis hoc dicat ut illa ſuum EP Ny h 
5 Mantua habet cineres ſcelus execrata belandum, 
m, At tumul tanto guadet honore tamen. | 
n I know nothing of this auhc tas js extant, 
oF but two poems, one in praiſe of the Ciry of 
ry | Venice, and the other addreſſed to Aldus Ma- 
1 nutius. Both which ate in the firſt Volume of 
E the Delitie Poetarum Scoticorum. 
5 Dempſter gives us the following Catalogue of 


his works, where it plainly appears, that he 
| makes 


1 we LIFE GG 10 / | 
* | ak three books out of that ad which he 


affixed-upon the 1 St. Ihe and St. Paul's 
— . — e cb © v4 3 


| * TR we Rd Fe PRESS ent 4157 208 
1 1 Laudes Patayinz, Carmen extempore effuſum, cum 
it #60 oy in 1 Jacobi Moyſii Cornelii domo experimentum ingenũ 
1 Coram tota Academit frequent non ſit n 
11111} et. 1 2 6 YETI 
III. Iguorationis dba“ e Thems ihiem * 
aim poſt ſex horarum diſputationes, ut.pizſentes ſomuia 
potius fovere quam Np © veram videre afticmarint, at 
Manutius. 
IV, De appulſu — Da o. Scot, Vol. f. 
Pag. 268. 
V. 8 44 Aldum Manuriom. a. Poet. . vd. 1. 
„ e ee OR 
VI. Epiſtolæ ad Deb. . 
VII. Præfationes mr na omnes biene den, 4 r. 
VIII. Judicium de Philcſophis. 
e wen 5 
| X. Armis an Literz præſtant, Gorell e. 
N XI. Refutatio Mathematicorumn. 2 PI = — 
XII. A 2 leine Language. Rs 3 . 
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I | $4 * Everyman ſhould, endeavour to maintain in kimlelfu favour- 
| of the powers of che human mind; which are, per- 
fr cane hat) x 
9 "oe PN en. There 5B — what in 
. @ ſlate of leiſure, and deliberation he would have concluded im- 


e our ſpecies have. ligoalized themſelves by 


55 , 


wbt chere are few til 


| Fe. | bp 19 War T's "7 . 6 N. z LY 
"wh r has been che policy of all nations to preſerve, by fome poblic 
53 monuments, the memory of thoſe who have ſerved their 


yiripg-tbe names of thoſe, whoſe extenſive abilities have 


{ 39 . An ti may be alike encited, and the 
. , |  - philoſopher's curioſity nay be inflamed; by a catalogue of the 
works of Boyle, or Bacon, as Themiſtocles was n 

the trophies of Miltiades. 
| Among the favourites of nature that have from time „ 


I in the world, enriched with various endowments, and 
. contiarieties of excellence, none-ſeems to have been more exal- 
| © ted above the common rate of humanity, than the man known 
about two centuries ago, by the 8 . ne 
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